Gentlemen,?As we meet to enter on the work of the fiftyfourth session of our Society, we find it our first sad duty to note that one of the most familiar names in Edinburgh obstetrics lias fallen from our roll of Fellowship. At the close of last session we paid Dr Alexander Keiller the rare compliment of adding his name to thelist of our Honorary Fellows; and we hoped that he might for some length of time wear the honour, so hale and hearty he always looked, and so lightly he seemed to bear the weight of his fourscore years. But a paralytic stroke prostrated him in his seaside home at North Berwick, and though he retained . his consciousness for some days, he sank under what his friends took to be a cerebral apoplexy, and died on the 26th of September. Many of you must have read sympathetically the interesting and adequate sketch of his life-course that has already appeared in the November number of the Edinburgh Medical Journal.
None the less you will allow me now to indicate a little more fully his relations to our Society and our subject than it was possible for the obituarist to do.
There was a kind of ebb in the activity of the "Society the year before Dr Keiller was admitted to its membership. The Fritsch, in his obituary notice of Cred^ in the Centralblatt (June 2, 1892), lays stress on three important improvements in practice which make his name deserving of all honour. He was the first, Fritsch states, to introduce the cephalotribe into general use in Germany. Cephalotripsy was certainly an immense improvement on the methods of head-reduction previously in use, and by means of it maternal mortality was markedly reduced. To have improved the construction of the instrument and extended its sphere of application was to have rendered a very valuable service to obstetrics. It was one of the things that impressed me most deeply in German midwifery to find in all the different schools that all other forms of craniotomy had been discarded, and that the only question was as to the best variety of cephalotribe. Yet the reign of the cephalotribe was of comparatively short duration. For after Braun of Vienna had recognised the value of the cranioclast, which was first exhibited by Simpson at our Society, and had made his well-known modification in its construction, the use of it was rapidly superseding the use of the cephalotribe, when the whole area of head comminution began to be circumscribed, till it is now lessened almost to the vanishing point by improvements, on the one hand, in the construction of the forceps, and, on the other, in the modes of carrying out the Csesarean operations. 
